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common sense (bon sens) was the characteristic feature of
the thought of the Scottish philosophers. Concerning the
latest of that great line, Sir William Hamilton, Cousin
wrote:
The recent death [1856] of Monsieur Hamilton is a
calamity which does not stop at the frontiers of his country.
It will be for long keenly felt by all those who from one end
of the world to the other have consecrated their lives to
the study of philosophy and its history. The University of
Edinburgh has just given these men a reason for consola-
tion and hope, in entrusting the chair of M. Hamilton to
one of his favourite pupils,1 who will doubtless make it a
pious duty to follow the tradition of his illustrious master and
to maintain the integrity of Scottish philosophy before the
European public. What distinguishes this philosophy, and
gives it a particular character and interest, is good sense;
and what in the Scottish School ceaselessly nourishes and
renews good sense is the assiduous study of human nature,
the high rank attributed to psychology among all the other
branches of philosophic science.2
Though John Stuart Mill, whose Examination of Sir
William Hamilton's Philosophy was published in 1865, was
a somewhat hostile critic of the master, it is fair to assume
that he was influenced by a system of philosophy so care-
folly studied. In a letter to Professor Bain of Aberdeen
Mill wrote (January 7, 1863): " My plan has been to go
deliberately through the whole writings of Hamilton,
writing down in the form of notes the substance of what
I as yet find to say on each point.59 3 Mill as a philosopher
exercised a direct influence on his age, particularly by his
System of Logic (1843), Principles of Political Economy (1848),
perhaps most of all by his On Liberty (1859) and Considera-
tions on Representative Government (1861).
It was undoubtedly a philosophic age. Auguste Comte
1 Alexander Campbell Fraser.
2 Philosophic &ossaise, p. xiL
3 Letters of John Stuart Mill, edited by Hugh Elliot (1910), i, 271.